ACT III.

SCENE I. The presence-chamber in Fotheringay Castle.
At the upper end, a chair of state as for QUEEN
ELIZABETH ; opposite, in the centre of the hall,
a chair for MARY STUART. The Commissioners
seated on eitJier side along the wall, to the right,
the Earls, with LORD CHANCELLOR BROMLEY and
LORD TREASURER BURGHLEY; to the left, the
Barons, with the Knights of the Privy Council,
among them WALSINGHAM and PAULET ; POPHAM,
EGERTON, <JW</GAWDY, as Counsel for the Crown.
Enter MARY STUART, supported by SIR ANDREW
MELVILLE, and takes her place,

Mary Stuart. Here are full many men of counsel

met,
Not one for me.                         \The Chancellor mses.

Bromley.           Madam, this court is held

To make strait inquisition as by law
Of what with grief of heart our queen has heard,
A plot upon her life, against the faith
Here in her kingdom stablished : on which cause
Our charge it is to exact your answer here
And put to proof your guilt or innocence.